CENTER FOR HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT AND JUSTICE

F.O. Box 68065 FALLE ODHurReH, VA 22040-6805
Jokn Hicks, Director-Region 8 juf}f 8. 2002
Department of Environmental Conservation
6274 East Avon-Lima Roud

Avon, NY 14414-5519

Dear EPA Director John Hicks:

{ amn writing 0 express my deep concern about the recant explosion: thut oceurred at Eastman
Kodak’s Building 218 hazardous waste incinerator in Rochester, New York, on May 307, 2002,
a8 detailed in ihe New Youk State Depariment of Envitonmentat Conservation Report # 0202181,
Kodak has v Jong history of environmenial vielgtions, anc this is fust ons more example of that
hakimal negligence towards the environment and the public

Not only are communities within Rochester concerred ebout their health apd well-being, bt
ngticn-wide the S:op Dioxin Exposure Campaign, which is housed a1 the Center for Health,
Environment and Justics, is working to transform production procssses, procuets and disposal
practices so that thay ere not a source of dioxin or other persistent pollution in our foed, our
bodies, or owr envitonment, The Stop Dioxin Exposure Carnpeign made up of hundreds of
graseroots groups are focused locally on their dicxin sources and connected rationally and
internationally to edueate the public and move all Jevels of government and <lected
repregentatives to puss laws end policies that will elimirete the sources of dioxin. One of our top
priorities is w halt ¥ forms of incineration and promote safer 2lternative technologies and
produers

I find it ow-rageous that Kodak failed to nctify the DEC of this expiosion und relense until over
10 hours efter it took pluce (State Department of Eqvironmental Conservaton Repor: #
02021817, It {5 known fact that dicxin i3 & patent cancer<ausing agent and is considersd (o be a
“jmown himan carcinogen” by the World Health Organization’s International Agency for
Research un Caneer and the U.S. Department of Health and Haman Services’ National
Toxicologry Program, With these significant findings it puzzles me as to why Xodak didn’t
lumediare’y notify the egency of 1he relesss 30 that they could properly assess the situation.
This underscorss the need 1o hire & full time moniter a1 Kodak's Building 218 hazardous waste
incinerator 1o oversee operations of the fecility. In addition, Kodak should instzll ambient sir
maonitors for the comrrunity residents 1o detect any chemical releases or spills that may enter
their neighborhocds if a failure of communication and action like this should happen again,

Kodak is New York™s aumber one manufacturing polluter and is ranked number twe for
emissicns throughout the stabe; in addition, Kodak is renked as the lergest emitter of recoprized
carcinogens to air and water in Mew York State. Since Kadak is one of the largest polluters i
New York Stute, the DEC should maks Kodak a top priarity for their staff. How many more-
children, mothars and fathers will need to gt sick? Aren’:t there enough people dying from
diexin already? Kodok needs 10 make & rea] commitment to phage o their rwo bhazardous
waste incincrarors angd work for clean production 1o sliminate the waste streams poing o them,

I can assare you » the nation i3 waiting and watching, The Stop Dinxin Exposure Campaign ig
waiting and watching for Kedak to do the right thing.

Thank you for your time regarding this matter of the wimaost imponance. T look forward to your
ewift raply. '

Executive Director
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